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foreign affairs were to be conducted by England. The conflict
that had gone on for one hundred years ceased for a while.
After the Great War, however, the talk about self-
determination had its effect in Afghanistan as elsewhere.
The ruler, Amanullah Khan, hoping to free himself from
the British yoke, raised an army with the help of Russia,
declared himself independent and, massing his troops on the
Indian frontier, demanded recognition. This was in May
1919 : in the end England gave way and granted him
recognition.
This British retreat meant a Russian advance, for the
Soviet Government, following in the steps of the Imperial
Government, altered its policy to one of territorial expansion.
Its championship of the cause of racial equality and of
oppressed nations appealed to Afghanistan, who concluded
a Treaty with it in February 1921, by which she received an
annual subsidy. Russia continued to be conciliatory and,
in 1926, entered into a further Treaty, in which it was agreed
that if one party were at war the other would remain neutral,
that neither of them would invade the territory of the other,
and that neither would ally itself with a third. Russian
influence continued to predominate until 1929, when the
situation was reversed by the advent of a new ruler, Nadir
Khan. This man is intensely pro-British and anti-Russian.
He has been supplied with arms and ammunition from India
by the British, to assist him in suppressing the disorderly
factions in his country, and for other purposes. He is, none
the less, a true Afghan, and has no intention of becoming
a vassal of Britain. It will, however, be many years before
his country can stand alone as independent.
This being so, Japan should, in the event of war with
England, league herself with Russia. For the British troops
in India would be so fully occupied in suppressing the
Nationalist activities which would burst into activity that
they would have no time for anything else, and Afghanistan
might very possibly dip her hand into a dish offered her
by Russia.
Russia and England in Persia.
There has been a stubborn contest between Russia and
England in Persia for many years. Everyone knows of the
dispute that arose over the railway from Tiflis in the Cauca-